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service to peace through our talks in the Saxon forest/'
so Tittoni might have said: "We have performed a
service to peace by our meeting in the Black Forest/'
And now that there were no European collisions in pros-
pect, the field of possible colonial friction might be
appreciably narrowed. In this direction too the principle
of arbitration might be further developed.
International politics, therefore, is no longer a storm-
tossed sea, but one whose surface has been smoothed
with oil.
Blessed is he that hath faith I
A further note:
Tittoni spoke to Blaserna to-day in high praise of
Billow. He said he admired the Prince's frank, free,
far-sighted manner of handling questions. Were they
both in earnest ? Billow promised Tittoni that he would
visit him in Desio, a splendid property with a stately park
belonging to Tittoni's wife, whose maiden name was
Antona Traversi. The Chancellor's brother, who is
Minister in Bern, travelled with the Italian in his pullman
to the Swiss capital. . . . Here they are expecting Dr.
Rosen, who has been appointed German Minister in
Tangier and knows the Levant well. Morocco is still
to the fore.
It was a coincidence of strange piquancy that, according
to the great published report of the German Foreign Office,
while Tittoni was visiting Billow, the latter received a
letter from the Kaiser dated September zyth, giving his
Chancellor a detailed report of his conversations with his
guest Witte, the Russian Premier, The latter could not say
enough about the intrigues of the two sister grand-duchesses
and of their father, the Prince of Montenegro, against
Germany. The Kaiser wrote:
" Witte possesses stacks of letters which the old scoundrel
has written to Alexander III and Nicholas II, all bursting
with slanders of Germany and egging his correspondents
on in the most shameless way to make war on us. It made
me roar with laughter to think that this old robber-chief who